Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

with considerable awe by the uninitiated. I can
recall the first furnace in our district whose
builders had nerve to locate it away from a hill.
They used a hoisting device in which a tank
filled with water raised the platform on which
two wheelbarrows loaded with ore had been
placed. When the barrows were dumped they
were wheeled back on the platform, the water
was let out of the tank at the other end of the
rope, and they came down to be refilled.

The blowing engines were of the crudest type,
and had but little power. There was then no
method of gauging the pressure accurately and
this was one of the cares of the furnace boss.
He was expected also to know when the furnace
was ready to cast, the proper color of the iron,
and a great many other things. As a rule he
did know these things better than might be ex-
pected, and these old furnaces made good iron
even if they did not make much of it.

Even this type of furnace was a great im-
provement over those in use in that locality
forty years earlier, for they used the atrompej? or
water blast, which was, you may be sure, some-
what removed from the Gayley Dry Blast. This
was a contrivance by which a waterfall was

23